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Issue #13
Assembly Member Ken Cooley Announces New Medical Marijuana Legislation
Assembly Member Ken Cooley (D-Rancho Cordova) today announced the introduction of AB
266, medical marijuana legislation providing a much needed framework to effectively implement
Proposition 215 (1996), the Compassionate Use Act. The bill is largely based on last year’s SB
1262 by former Sen. Lou Correa (D-Santa Ana) and enjoys bipartisan support, as it has
Assembly Member Tom Lackey (R-Palmdale) as co-author. AB 266 embodies three fundamental
priorities: advancing local control; protecting public safety; and protecting public health by
creating uniform health and safety standards to ensure the safe, lawful distribution of medical
marijuana in those cities and counties in which it is authorized. For more, see Page 2.
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2015 Helen Putnam Call for Entries Period Now Open
Deadline to Submit, April 9
It’s time to submit your city’s innovative program and compete for statewide recognition. Each
year the League of California Cities honors outstanding solutions in member cities through the
League Partner-sponsored Helen Putnam Awards for Excellence. If your city has done
remarkable, innovative work in any of the 12 categories now is the time to get the recognition it
deserves. For more, see Page 2.

‘Medical Marijuana’ Continued from Page 1…

Co-sponsored by the League of California Cities and the California Police Chiefs Association, the
measure contains provisions that establish a duel licensing process under which the state would
issue a conditional license only; an apprenticeship program for dispensary and other workers;
phased-in implementation; and funding for environmental mitigation at cultivation sites. AB 266 is
not an effort to legalize marijuana. Rather it is an attempt to establish a rational structure
governing medical marijuana production and distribution that is consistent with the needs of cities
and law enforcement, prior to the appearance of a 2016 ballot initiative geared toward
legalization. This bill will not alter patients’ existing rights to access medical marijuana or cultivate
plants for medicinal purposes under Prop. 215.
Voters approved Prop. 215 in 1996 to give Californians access to marijuana for medical
purposes. In 2003, Gov. Gray Davis signed SB 420 into law, allowing patients and primary care
givers to cultivate marijuana for personal medical use. SB 420 also established a voluntary
medical marijuana card program in the Department of Public Health. However, regulatory chaos
has ensued because Prop. 215 did not include an implementation framework clearly delineating
state and local authority, or an acknowledgment of the authority to create or enforce locally-driven
policies. Finally, it did not ensure public safety by providing clear guidelines for medical marijuana
regulations.
In sponsoring this legislation, the League and the Police Chiefs Association are continuing the
effort begun in 2014 to craft a regulatory framework for medical marijuana that will protect the
interests of cities and law enforcement, while ensuring patient access and safety. Much of the
marijuana legislation of recent years has been geared toward state pre-emption of local
ordinances, or has otherwise sought to limit local government authority. Last year, both
organizations recognized the need to be proactive and in helping craft marijuana policy and took
the unprecedented step of sponsoring their own bill, SB 1262, after years of opposing such
legislation.
AB 266’s provisions contain a dual licensing scheme that retains local governments’ current
authority over suspension and revocation, a labor peace agreement that ensures business
operations are not disrupted by work stoppages or strikes, uniform health and safety standards
(including testing) and security standards for dispensaries and transport. The bill will feature
staggered implementation dates with the measure going into effect on Jan. 1, 2016, while giving
dispensaries an additional year to obtain marijuana only from licensed cultivation sites via
licensed transporters. Finally, the measure would earmark a revenue stream from the state’s
conditional license fee for cultivation with a portion going to a special fund for environmental
enforcement.
The League will continue to update members with information on AB 266 as it moves through the
legislative process. Resources, news articles and other materials will be continually updated on
the League’s medical marijuana hot issue webpage.
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‘Helen Putnam’ Continued from Page 1…

The award recognizes the successes of California cities as demonstrated by beneficial
innovations, resourceful efficiencies, improved public service, and overall enhanced public trust
and support. It is also an opportunity to thank your employees and collaborators, gain the
appreciation of your residents and have a community celebration of the good work to better your
city.
Does your city have an outstanding program that delivers efficiency, quality service and
innovation? Enter your program at www.helenputnam.org.
Award categories include:
• CCS Partnership Intergovernmental Collaboration Award
• Community Services and Economic Development
• Economic Development through the Arts
• Enhancing Public Trust, Ethics, and Community Involvement
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Health and Wellness Programs
Housing Programs and Innovations
Internal Administration
League Partners Award for Excellence in City-Business Relations
Planning and Environmental Quality
Public Safety
Public Works, Infrastructure, Transportation
Ruth Vreeland Award for Engaging Youth in City Government

Additionally, your city can receive the President's Advocacy Award. This prestigious award
honors a distinguished program or individual that best advocates for the League's annual
strategic priorities. One outstanding winner may be chosen from the 12 categories.
To qualify, simply demonstrate that your city offered a program or service that has proven
measurable and successful within a minimum of one year of actual implementation. Particular
attention and credit is given to applications specifically advancing the League's strategic priorities,
which are determined each year by the board of directors.
Your city must be a League member to apply. Submit your entry online by April 9.
Please contact Melissa Lienau with any questions at (916) 658-8216.
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