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Declarations of Independents

The Red State vs. Blue State Visian af Umenica

Reality
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Realignment and Dealignment Since DR

Polarization in Congress

The Disappearing Middle

Tha Parcentage of Moderates Has Bean Dvepping In House & Senate
fr

S Fowse Mogrames EE1% Serane Moderanes

C%an by K Poie. Univeraiy of Cadomia. Sn e

The Fringe Blurring with the Base

9/11 and birther misperceptions by party

0% |
¥ Obama not citizen

| M9/11 conspiracy very
likely




1/31/2012

Independent Vaters Provide
the wMarngin of Victorny

2006 - Independent Voters Swung 17 points for Democrats

2008 - Independent Voters C Dbama an 8-point edge

2010 - Independent Voters Swung 18 points for GOP

Obama’s approval among independent votens
as well as Demaocrats and Repubilicans since weaching affice
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Eaplaining Independent Vaters

In the past five years, thought of yourself as...

A Republican

A Democrat

Both Rep and Dem

Neither in past 5 years

earch Center Aug! September 6, 2010. Based on independent registered voters. Figures may not add to 100%

of rounding
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Why do_you think of yourself as an independent? Major Reason (%)

T agree with Reps on some issues, Dems on otl

I don’ t trust either political party

Politics isn" t that important to me

enter August

eptember 6, 2010. Based on independent registered voters. Figu
ding.

ay not add to 100%

powth of Independent Vaters
State by State

Jowa New FHampohire

Independents in 1990: 464,698 Independents in 1990: 212,527
i 8,347 Independents in 201(
Increase: € 83%

Flarida California

Independents in 1990

Independents in 1990: 1,516,0
Independents in 2010: 3,8
Incre Increase: O 152%

Independents in 200

Independents an the Jdealagical Spectrum
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2012 Electoral Map
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Quate by Gearge Washington

Let me now take a more comprebensive view, and warn you
in the most solemn manner against the baneful effects of the
" party generally. . .

The alternate domination of one faction over another,
sharpened by the spirit of revenge, natural to party
dissension, which in different ages and countries has
perpetrated the most horrid enormities, is itself a fri
despotism. ...

Quate by Gearge Washington

... The commwon and continual mischiefs of the spirit of
party are sufficient to make it the interest and duty of a
wise people to discourage and restrain it. It serves always to
distract the public councils and enfeeble the public
administration. It agitates the community with ill-founded
Jealousies and false alarms, kindles the animosity of one
part against another, foments occasionally riot and
insurrection.
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Quate by Gearge Washington

... There being constant danger of excess, the effort ought to

be by force of public opinion, to mitigate and assuage it. A
[fire not to be quenched, it demands a uniform vigilance to
prevent its bursting into a flame, lest, instead of warming

it should consume.

Independent Nation




