ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY POLICY COMMITTEE
HIGHLIGHTS
Thursday, March 29, 2012
DoubleTree Hotel, Vineyard Room, Ontario, CA

ATTENDANCE

Members: Newcomer, Owen (Chair); Page, Chuck (V.Chair); Aguiar-Curry, Cecilia; Ballinger, Jeff; Brennan,
Michael; Butt, Thomas; Canavan, Jon; Clark, Margaret; de Groot, Christopher; Eklund, Pat; Goodhart, James;
Holstine, Clay; Iseman, Toni; Kalapura, Sona; Lawson, Kristina; McGee, Barbara; Melendrez, Andy; Miller,
Katherine; Mitchell, Judy; Mohler, Marjorie; Rapp, Lisa Ann; Rosa, Josh; Rudolph, Marcia; Sharkey, Jonathan;
soto, Danielle; Spurgin, Jay; Swanson, Rochelle; Thorne, Jerry; Uota, Dean; Ursu, Emmanuel; Vinson, Kay;
Watkins, Mark

Staff: Kyra Ross, Legislative Representative

Special Order of Business: Post Redevelopment & State Budget Update

A general briefing of all policy committee members was held prior to each committee
meeting. League President Mike Kasperzak, Mayor of the City of Mountain View, opened
the briefing by welcoming the participants and thanking them for their involvement. He then
introduced League Executive Director Chris McKenzie.

Mr. McKenzie outlined the work and initial recommendations of the League’s Task Force on
Next Generation of Economic Tools. He stated that some progress has been made in cleaning
up issues with AB X1 26, the redevelopment dissolution legislation, with the introduction and
movement of AB 1585 (Perez); he also encouraged cities to support the bill in the Senate.
The task force continues to review and consider options for establishing new tools that local
agencies can use for infrastructure and economic development, including SB 214 (Wolk)
related to infrastructure finance districts. Mr. McKenzie gave an update on pension reform,
stating that the League has remained engaged in the issue and had recently met with all of the
legislators working on the issue in the Capitol, but it remained uncertain what would emerge
from the legislature. Finally, he mentioned that the League’s lawsuit over the loss of city
shares of vehicle license fees (VLF) through SB 89 will be heard in early May in Sacramento
Superior Court.

Legislative Director Dan Carrigg and Fiscal Policy Advisor Michael Coleman then provided
an update on the state budget.

Mr. Carrigg outlined the new dynamics affecting state budget process derived from
Propositions 25 and 26. Prop. 25 lowered the vote threshold to approve a budget from two-
thirds to a majority, and also require legislators to forfeit salary when they fail to pass a
budget by, June 15, the Constitutional deadline. Mr. Carrigg explained that legislative
leadership had filed a lawsuit against the state Controller over whether he had the authority —
he exercised in 2011--to determine if a budget approved by the Legislature was balanced. He
also said that Democratic legislators were balking at accepting the Governor’s budget cuts,
and the Governor’s proposed tax measures would not fully offset the projected deficit. Prop.
26 had closed off the previously-used tactic of the legislature attempting to fund state
programs with “regulatory fees.” He cautioned city officials to remain watchful.

Mr. Coleman presented an outline of the state budget and current state deficit, including the
different deficit projections by the Legislative Analyst Office and Department of Finance. He
also explained the contents of the Governor’s two tax proposals intended for the November
ballot, which seek to increase personal income tax and sales tax. He said taxing high income



earners made forecasting expected state revenues difficult to predict.
http://www.californiacityfinance.com/ConferenceMaterials.htm

In addition, League Legislative Representative and Federal Liaison Jennifer Whiting,
reported on the activities in Washington DC. She focused her comments on the federal
transportation reauthorization bill and FY 2013 appropriations. The current SAFETEA-LU
extension expires March 30, and Congress needed to act before then to extend the program
provisions and the federal gas tax again while they continue to debate the longer-term
solutions. During the policy committee meeting, Congress did approve a 90-day extension.
Looking longer term, the Senate has approved a two-year bill, but the House is still in
negotiations.

Ms. Whiting also encouraged city officials to contact their Congressional representatives about
the importance of retaining funding for programs benefitting cities, like CDBG, in the FY 2013
appropriations process. She also encouraged cities to participate in the League’s survey on the
importance of federal funding for cities.
http://www.cacities.org/resource_files/30640.FederalUpdateMarch2012PolicyCommittees.pdf

Following the general briefing, each committee met for their respective meetings (individual
committee agendas available at www.cacities.org/polcomm).

Welcome and Introductions
Chair Owen Newcomer welcomed committee members to Ontario. Policy committee
members went around the table and introduced themselves.

Public Comment
There was no public comment

2012 Committee Work Program (Attachment A)
The committee approved the 2012 committee work program at their January 2012
meeting. A copy of that work program is attached.

State Legislative Agenda

AB 1627 (Dickenson) Environmental Quality: building standards: vehicle miles traveled

League Lobbyists Kyra Ross and Kirstin Kolpitcke introduced AB 1627 (Dickinson) and
outlined to the committee the details of the bill. Staff explained that the bill’s sponsors
have said that the bill is an “extension” of SB 375. Staff also explained that the League
has taken an “oppose” position on the bill based on existing policy but that because of the
implications of SB 375 felt that a discussion updating the committee about recent
discussions in Sacramento on SB 375 would be helpful. A discussion by the committee
ensued, members comments included the idea that the League should not be so quick to
oppose the bill but maybe work with the author’s office first. Members voiced concerns
about the unfunded mandate the bill creates, additional burden the bill places on rural or
non- urban communities that are reliant on people taking cars to get to work. No action
was taken on this item.

Water Quality Bill Package

League staff, Kyra Ross, updated the committee on the water quality bill package. Ross
noted there are two parts to the package: the Governor’s reorganization proposal of the


http://www.cacities.org/resource_files/30640.FederalUpdateMarch2012PolicyCommittees.pdf
http://www.cacities.org/polcomm
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state’s nine water quality control boards and a package of bills to address ex-parte
communication (SB 965 Wright), economic impacts (SB 964 Wright) and scientific peer
review of statewide general permits issued (SB 1301 Blakeslee) and updated by the State
Water Resources Control Board. Ross noted that the Governor’s office has removed their
proposal from the budget process and will now pursue the reorganization proposal in SB
900 (Steinberg). Ross also noted that the three bills dealing with the State Water Board
will be heard in their first committee on April 16". No action was taken on this item.

Governor’s Proposal to Eliminate Local Coastal Program

League staff, Kyra Ross, updated the committee on the Governor’s budget proposal to
eliminate the state mandate to have a certified Local Coastal Program. The League is one
of several organizations that have voiced opposition to the proposal. Staff noted that the
proposal has no support other than the Department of Finance. The proposal was rejected
by the first budget sub-committee and will be taken up by its second sub-committee
(Senate Budget Subcommittee 2) on April 11™. On April 11", the Senate Budget
Subcommittee voted 3-0 to reject the Governor’s proposal. It will be heard by Senate
Budget Subcommittee 4 on May 10"™. No action was taken on this item.

SB 984 (Simitian) California Environmental Quality Act: Record of Proceedings

League staff, Kyra Ross, presented SB 984 to the committee for discussion. Ross
explained that this bill is based on the two bills signed into law last year (SB 292, AB
900) that enacted an expedited CEQA and judicial process for specific CEQA cases. SB
984 does not provide an expedited judicial process but does expedite the preparation of
the record of proceedings in cases where the project applicant requests the expedited
process of the lead agency. Committee discussion included concerns about the effect of
the bill on city resources, including capacity of city staff to comply with the bill.
Committee members also noted that cities would likely contract the work with outside
groups. No action was taken on this item.

Municipal Solar Programs: The City of Lancaster and SolarCity

Jason Caudle, Deputy City Manager for the City of Lancaster spoke to the committee on the
City’s solar program. The City created a community partnership with SolarCity to offer
neighboring residents, businesses and nonprofit organizations in the Antelope and Santa
Clarity Valley more affordable ways to adopt solar power. By working together with
SolarCity, the city is able to simplify the process of going solar—by offering discounted solar
pricing, custom solar system designs and solar system monitoring. Mr. Caudle also informed
the committee about the California Clean Energy Authority also created by the City of
Lancaster to help cities and municipal utilities find realistic answers to the challenges of
complying with the state’s environmental standards. More information on Solar Lancaster
can be found at: www.solarlancaster.org. More information on California Clean Energy
Authority can be found at: www.californiacleanenergyauthority.com

Next Meeting: THURSDAY, June 14, 2012, Sacramento Convention Center


http://www.solarlancaster.org/
http://www.californiacleanenergyauthority.com/
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COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
2012 Final Work Program

2012 LEAGUE OF CITIES STRATEGIC GOALS The Committee will work to support the 2012 strategic
goals adopted by the League Board of Directors. The 2012 strategic goals include:

e Support Sustainable and Secure Public Employee Pensions and Benefits. Work in partnership with
state leaders and other stakeholders to promote sustainable and secure public pensions and other post-
employment benefits (OPEBSs) to help ensure responsive and affordable public services for the people of
our state and cities.

e Promote Local Control for Strong Cities. Support or oppose legislation and proposed constitutional
amendments based on whether they advance maximum local control by city governments over city
revenues, land use, redevelopment and other private activities to advance the public health, safety and
welfare of city residents.

e Build Strong Partnerships for a Stronger Golden State. Collaborate with other public and private
groups and leaders to reform the structure and governance, and promote transparency, fiscal integrity and
responsiveness of our state government and intergovernmental system.

Additionally, the committee will look at the following issues during the 2012 year:

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY LEGISLATION The committee will actively monitor legislation and
regulatory actions within the committee’s jurisdiction including air and water quality, energy, smart metering,
climate change, CEQA, integrated waste management, hazardous materials, coastal issues, and solid waste. As
needed, the committee will take discuss and take positions on bills and make recommendations to the League
Board.

EDUCATION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS The committee will, as appropriate, receive updates from state
legislators or other state or local officials on topics of interest to the committee. When receiving updates from
guest speakers, committee members will also be tasked with presenting their positions and communicating local
needs.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY and RENEWABLE ENERGY The committee will continue its work on updating the
existing League energy policies and guiding principles as well as receive education on electric vehicles and their
related infrastructure, energy efficiency and renewable energy issues.

CEQA The Committee will receive periodic updates on the streamlining of CEQA and CEQA and renewable
resources.

SB 375 The committee will receive periodic updates on the implementation of SB 375 and climate change.
WATER and WATER QUALITY The committee will look at state and regional water board issues, water

quality and recycled water, wastewater as future water supply, sea level rise, flood and Delta issues, including
BCDC.
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