Role of the City Attorney &
Development of the
City Attorney/City Manager
Relationship — It’s All Good,
or Should Be

Jeffrey Kolin, City Manager
City of Beverly Hills

Jonathan P. Lowell, City Attorney
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Why Are We Talking About This?

Los Anaeles Times

Bell: ‘Corruption on Steroids’

The Bell corruption scandal burst onto the nation’s front

pages in 2010 as a story about a small city whose leaders
paid themselves outsized salaries.
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The City Attorney’s Responsibilities




It’s All About Relations
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City Attorney and City Manager
are Bound to One Another

» Municipal Code

» Charter

» City Attorney Contract

» City Manager Contract

» City Council Rules

» You Serve the Same City Council
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The Typical City Attorney




The Typical City Manager




The Typical City Manager




The Typical City Manager




The City Attorney’s Office from
Hell




The City Attorney’s Office from
Hell




Bad City Manager




Good City Manager



Communicate with Your City
Manager
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Hypothetically speaking...




City Attorney Should Ask Questions




Collaboration and
Teamwork Make for More Effective

Lawyering and Good Relations with the
City Manager and City Council
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Sometimes There’s Conflict




Resolving Contlict



Attorneys, Put a Sock In It



http://www.wetpaint.com/true-blood/season-1-episode-6

Rise Above Cat Fights




Breaking Bad Behavior




Develop Coping Skills




More on Coping



When it Clicks



If you are “In Transition”

Bay Area Hfh:sﬁmqa»wednwday, July3leos
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Pressure to halt




Top Ten Ways to Deal with Your City
Manager

Coming up........ Top Ten List
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