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Tabletop Exercise

• Risk assessment
(Identify potential hazards and 

analyze what could happen if a hazard occurs)

• Performance Objectives
(Milestones on the path to achieving sufficient 
preparedness to avert disaster)

• Incident Management System
(combination of facilities, equipment, personnel, 
procedures and communications operating within a 
common organizational structure, designed to aid in the 
management of resources during incidents)



Resource Shout Out

California Public Records Act 
Committee 

Jolie Houston, Committee Chair • Joseph W. Pannone 

Gerald C. Hicks • Erica L. Vega • Ruben Duran 

Donna Mooney • Karen Li • Juli Scott 

League staff: Patrick Witnell, Corrie Manning, 

Alison Leary, Janet Leonard



Do city attorneys
blow whistles?

May city attorneys sue their 
employers for wrongful 
termination?

Bus. & Prof. Code § 6068 

Duty of confidentiality

Evid. Code § 954

Attorney-Client privilege 



Resource Shout Out

Cannabis Regulation 
Committee

Jeffrey V. Dunn, Committee Chair • Thomas B. Brown   
Jonathan P. Hobbs • Ruthann G. Ziegler• Lauren B. 
Langer• William P. Curley III• Stephen A. McEwen• 
•Heather Aubry • Mary Nuesca • Neil D. Okazaki • 

Moses Diaz • Lisa A. Vidra • Moses Johnson • 

Brian W. Byun

League staff: Patrick Witnell, Corrie Manning, 

Alison Leary, Janet Leonard, Tim Cromartie, Leg Rep



May city attorneys advise 
how best to skirt a law?

• Bus. & Prof. Code § 6068(a)

• Rule 3-210 of the California 
Rules of Professional Conduct 



Resource Shout Out

Municipal Finance Committee

Michael G. Colantuono, Committee Chair • John D. 
Bakker• Buck Delventhal • Ryan T. Dunn• Benjamin P. 
Fay • Daniel S. Hentschke • Mark E. Mandell •Adam W. 
Hofmann •  Kelly J. Salt • Betsy Strauss • Sky Woodruff 
• Kevin D. Siegel • Trisha A. Ortiz • Joan Cox • Gabriel 

J. McWhirter

League staff: Patrick Witnell, Corrie Manning, 

Alison Leary, Janet Leonard



May contract city attorneys 
negotiate own contracts? 

• Gov’t Code §1090

 “official capacity”

 “private capacity”

• RFPs

• Contingency fees



Resource Shout Out

FPPC Committee

Rachel Richman, Committee Chair • Hilda Cantu 
Montoy• Christina Cameron• Heather C. McLaughlin • 

Patrick Munoz • Daniel G. Sodergren • Osa Wolff • John 
M. Luebberke • Michael Martello • Eric S. Casher

League staff: Patrick Witnell, Corrie Manning, 

Alison Leary, Janet Leonard



May city attorneys advise 
individual councilmembers?

• Rule 3-600(D)

• Gov’t Code  41801

• Trust



Resource Shout Out

Legal Advocacy Committee
Jeffrey S. Ballinger (Inland Empire), Committee Chair • 

Janice Magdich (Cen. Valley)• Hema P. Patel (LA) • 
Derek Cole (Sacto) • Christine Davi (Mntry) • Celia 

Brewer (SD)  • Ryan Jones (Des. Mt.) • Ben Stock (N. 
Bay) • Julia Lew (S. San Joaquin)• Jason Alcala (E. Bay) 
Todd O. Litfin (Orange) • Terry Kaufmann-Macias (LA)

Dennis Morita (Imperial) • Jannie L. Quinn (Peninsula) 
Walter Chung (SD) • Nancy Diamond (Redwood) 

Buck Delventhal (SF) • Kevin G. Ennis (Riverside) 

Nora Frimann (San Jose)

League staff: Patrick Witnell, Corrie Manning, 

Alison Leary, Janet Leonard



When is it time to recuse?

• Rule 3-310



Resource Shout Out

Brown Act Committee

Paul Zarefsky, Committee Chair • Kendra L. Carney• 
James Sanchez • Michael J. Garcia • Michael W. Barrett 

• Nubia Goldstein • Ariel Pierre Calonne

League staff: Patrick Witnell, Corrie Manning, 

Alison Leary, Janet Leonard



What do city attorneys 
about scofflaw clients?

• Rule 3-600(B)

• Rule 3-700



Resource Shout Out

Municipal Law Handbook 
Committee

Kendall DeMatteo Levan, Committee Chair • Elizabeth 
Arce • Heather Stroud• Gabrielle Janssens • Daniel 

Connolly • Dan Hentschke • Matt Summers • 

Mazarin Vakharia • Randall Sjoblom • Derek Cole • 
Winnie Cai • Natalie Karpeles • Katherine Wisinski • 

Adam Hofmann

League staff: Patrick Witnell, Corrie Manning, 

Alison Leary, Janet Leonard



CITE YOURSELF

In all your briefs and motions, 

cite the most reliable authority on 
municipal law:  

City Attorneys’ Dep’t, League of Cal. Cities, 
The California Municipal Law Handbook 
(Cont.Ed.Bar 2014 ed.) §x.xx, p.xxx. 



Can city attorneys do 
everything?

• Rule 3-110

• Bus. & Prof. Code § 6067



Resource Shout Out

Municipal Law Institute 
Committee

Holly Whatley, Committee Chair • Richard Nosky, Jr.• 
Scott Huber • Eric Danly• Bill Curley• Megan Acevedo• 
Anais Martinez Aquino • Greg Murphy • Caio Arellano 

League staff: Patrick Witnell, Corrie Manning, 

Alison Leary, Janet Leonard



Can city prosecutors be 
city attorneys?

• Penal Code § 1054.6

• Criminal prosecutions v. Civil enforcement



Thank you for your service 
to the profession

to your community
and to the Department


